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WOODBRIDGE COUNCIL 

Minutes of meeting Wednesday 8th October 2025 held at Great Somerford Church at 10.00 am. 

Present: Rev Christian Saguyan, Chair; Rev Steve Wilkinson; Roger Sherhod, Brinkworth; Gill Smith, Lea; 

Anna Kent and Richard Wood, Great Somerford; Robert Beverley, Little Somerford; Liz Walker and David 

Briggs, Garsdon. 

1. Prayers – Christian opened the meeting with a prayer. 

2. Apologies, Rev Mike Graham, Michael Bromley Gardner and Bridget Beardshall, Lea. 

3. Minutes of last meeting – held on 13th August 2025 were approved and signed. 

4. Matters arising – None. 

5. Rector’s Items –  

a. Woodbridge Group of Churches – Governance – Steve explained that, following 

feedback, some minor amendments were required but that the principles of the scheme 

remained the same. An updated scheme should be available for agreement at our next 

meeting in December. 

b. Carbon Net Zero – Liz gave an update on the Garsdon heating project; Gill reported that 

Lea were having difficulty with additional electricity capacity. Steve said that this was a 

problem across the deanery and that he was discussing this with the diocese.  

c. Appointment of Inspecting Architect (IA) – Steve suggested that it might be a good idea 

for all 6 PCCs to appoint an architect by working together on this appointment. It was agreed 

that a small working part be formed to bring recommendations to the WGC for an 

appointment before 31st March 2026, the date on which the present IA, John Malaiperuman, 

retires. Members agreed that the working party should consist of the clergy, Liz Walker, Rob 

Beverley and David Briggs. 

d. Social Media Policy – Steve had completed the revision of this policy which would be 

circulated to members with the minutes.     ACTION – SW & SEC. 

e. Parish Share – Steve expressed the hope that PCCs would be able to meet the much more 

realistic requests, a spreadsheet of which had been circulated. 

6. Pastoral  

a. Autumn Rota – Christian said that Tony Yates would now be preaching at the Group Holy 

Communion on 26th October at Brinkworth. Richard, in a personal capacity, asked about the 

provision of additional Sunday services in certain circumstances. Christian said that he 

would make enquiries.  

b. Safeguarding – Christian is to check that all policies are up to date on the website. 

c. Reports from parishes on items of interest –  
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Brinkworth – please see attached report from Roger.  

Dauntsey  – Cec was pleased to report a very successful Harvest Festival and that there 

had been an excellent talk on the Doomboard by Malcolm Sinclair. The church 

windows had been repaired, and the PCC were looking at the possibility of refurbishing 

the church clock facing Dauntsey Park. They were also considering installing an 

additional bell to make 6 in total. A Coffee Morning is to be held in the Peterborough 

Arms on 22nd October with the appreciated support of the owners. 

Lea – Gill was sorry to report the loss of their Electoral Roll Officer and a member of 

the PCC. On the other hand, she was very pleased to say that the Lea & Garsdon School 

Choir would be singing at a Children – Led Service at Lea Church on Sunday 19th 

October at 11.00am. An additional Open On Sunday service would now be held on 16th 

November. 

d. Men’s Mental Wellbeing Event – Wednesday 15th October 2025 at The Three Crowns, 

Brinkworth 6.30 – 8.30 pm. Christian reported that some donations had kindly been made, 

and he expected that there might only be a modest shortfall regarding cost. Members agreed 

parishes to cover the deficit equally.   

e. Away Day – Christian suggested Saturday 6th June 2026 10.00 – 12.00 noon for this group 

PCC event with the invitation extended to all members of the congregations. The Rawlings’ 

has generously offered their hospitality facilities for this, with Lea Church as an alternative. 

Christian tabled an outline agenda for the morning, a copy of which is attached. For further 

consideration by PCCs.     ACTION – PCCs TO DISCUSS 

7. Administration –  

a. Appointment of Group Safeguarding Officer – no progress, so carried forward to next 

meeting 

b. Parish Office Printer Update – David reported that the new printer is scheduled to be 

installed on 20th October. 

c. Annual PAT & Fire Extinguisher Service – members said that this combined service had 

gone well so will be repeated next year. 

d. Occasional Service Fees – Administration of – a discussion took place on the circulated 

paper. Differing views were expressed, so it was agreed that this matter should be considered 

by each PCC and reported back to WGC in due course with formal responses. Discussion 

paper re-circulated with minutes.     ACTION PCCs TO DISCUSS. 

8. Treasurers Report – Accounts for nine months to 30th September had been circulated with a 

commentary. Michaael was thanked for these. 

9. Any other business: None. 

10.   The Grace - The meeting closed with the saying of The Grace at 11.40am. 

11. Dates of future meetings - Wednesday mornings at 10.00am 10/12 at Lea and 11/2/26 at Lea. 


