Comfort and Joy
“God rest ye merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay
For Jesus Christ our saviour was born on Christmas Day”
I write as news of 3 different COVID19 vaccines emerges. There is a glimmer of hope on the horizon, we can start to
think of life without lockdown and restrictions. These gifts to us have been produced by modern science in
extremely short timescales, but they build on the foundations laid down by Edward Jenner, the pioneer of
immunology. Jenner worked to combat smallpox after his observation that milkmaids who suffered from cowpox
were protected from smallpox. There is a sculpture of him in Gloucester Cathedral, which is simply marked ‘Jenner’.
Shortly before his death he said “I am not surprised that men are not grateful to me; but I wonder that they are not
grateful to God for the good which He has made me the instrument of conveying to my fellow creatures" – words
which echo down the centuries into a world where many are sceptical of the need for vaccination. We give thanks to
God for those who have worked to develop, trial and distribute these new drugs, which offer us a light at the end of
the tunnel.
But for the moment Christmas will be different this year. Temporarily we must let go of the customs that we are
used to. Christmas is not cancelled, as the date is not removed from the calendar, and we can commemorate Jesus’
birth in different ways, but there may be reasons for sorrow as we mourn those who did not make it to the end of
the year.
The current restrictions mean that we cannot offer our usual carol services, but in this case ‘traditional’ means ‘only
as it has been since the late 19th century’ so we have a chance to rediscover Christmas as it would have been,
perhaps, for Jenner’s generation. During my recent visit to Truro Cathedral I was reminded that the ‘Lessons and
Carols’ format was created there in 1880 – partly as an apology towards the townspeople for controversy over the
land which had been subject to compulsory purchase in order to build the cathedral for the infant diocese!
Our services of ‘Advent Reflections’ and ‘Christmas Readings’ this December will be more reflective than usual and
will not include any corporate singing. Due to limited seating capacity we ask you to request a seat ahead of
attending - via the churchwardens. Our usual live ‘Great Big Nativity’ services have gone online in a single joint
Zoom meeting.
We hope these reflective services will allow you to re-connect with the awe and majesty of God’s amazing gift of
Jesus Christ to the world. Some will accept the gift, others will be ungrateful that it has been offered, but it is there,
freely available.
May God bring you comfort and joy this Christmas and bright hope for 2021.

Rev Steve Wilkinson, Rector, The Woodbridge Group

Advent & Christmas Services 2020 in our six parishes
St Michael and All Angels, Brinkworth : St James the Great, Dauntsey :
All Saints, Garsdon, St Peter & St Paul, Great Somerford :
St Giles, Lea : St John the Baptist, Little Somerford

For all services marked with a star * you must request a seat for each person that
wishes to attend. We cannot guarantee that there will be a seat for people who turn
up without doing so.
Sunday 6th December – Advent 2
9.30am Morning Prayer – Garsdon
11.00am Morning Prayer – Little Somerford
Sunday 13th December – Advent 3
9.30am Morning Prayer with Baptism - Dauntsey
*11.00am Christmas Readings - Brinkworth
*11.00am Christmas Readings - Little Somerford
Sunday 20th December – Advent 4
11.00am Morning Prayer – Brinkworth
*11.00am Advent Reflections – Garsdon
*5.00pm Wild Church – in Grittleton – please contact Rev Matt Stone 07516 135557
*5.30pm Christmas Readings - Lea
Thursday 25th December – Christmas Day
*9.30am Morning Prayer – Garsdon
*10.30am Family Worship - Brinkworth
*10.30am Family Worship - Garsdon
*10.30am Family Communion - Great Somerford
*10.30am Family Communion - Little Somerford
*11.00am Family Communion - Lea
To request a seat or if you have any questions please contact the following churchwardens:
Brinkworth
Roger Sherhod
01666 510666 / rogersherhod@btinternet.com
Dauntsey
Cec Smith
01249 890819 / 07779 247714 / cecsmith49@yahoo.co.uk
Garsdon
David Briggs
01666 825996 / davidfbriggs@hotmail.co.uk
Great Somerford Anna Kent
01666 510515 / anna.c.kent@gmail.com
Lea
David Topp
01666 510521 / marcy@toppgardeners.com
Little Somerford Robert Gawthropp 01666 510339 / eastend.farm@btconnect.com
This listing is accurate as of 28th November 2020.
All events are subject to being permitted under the Government regulations applicable on the date of the event.
Please keep an eye on our social media feeds and our website.

Virtual Services
No need to book in for these – just find them online on YouTube or Facebook by searching for ‘Woodbridge
Churches Online’. The videos will premiere at the advertised time and can be re-watched after the premiere finishes
Sunday 6th December
9.00am A Sermon for the Second Sunday of Advent
10.30am Virtual Christingle - We celebrate Jesus, the Light of the World
Sunday 20th December
10.30am Virtual Carols Traditional – A Lessons and Carols service in the traditional format
4.00pm Virtual Carols Contemporary – A retelling of God’s story in modern language
Thursday 24th December
11.30pm Virtual Midnight Communion – a joint service with the churches of the North Wiltshire area
Sunday 27th December
10.30am Virtual Holy Communion

Virtual Nativity – on Zoom and Facebook
Thursday 24th December—Christmas Eve
4.00pm “The Great Big Barn Nativity” We explore the Christmas story together, live, in costume!
If you want to take part and interact in this Nativity, dress up and join via Zoom meeting: 854 9401 0474, passcode
364149. All children must have an adult present on screen.
If you just want to watch it, go to our Facebook page ‘Woodbridge Churches Online’ (does not need Facebook signup)
This service will not be going out on YouTube, but it will stay on Facebook.

Rev Steve Wilkinson 01249 723733 rector@woodbridgegroup.co.uk
Rev Mike Graham 01666 510441 mike.graham@btinternet.com
Rev Matt Stone 07516 135557 matt.stone@woodbridgegroup.co.uk
Administrator: Maggie Topp 01666 511422 (Mon-Thur) administrator@woodbridgegroup.co.uk
Facebook / Youtube: search for ‘Woodbridge Churches Online’
Website: www.woodbridgegroup.co.uk

