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The Vicar Writes

BAM!
I’m writing as we approach the 10th week of
lockdown, having been asked to write something
about how the working life of a vicar has been
affected. There have been a few ‘BAM!’ moments
where something I have had to do has hammered
home the seriousness of the pandemic and the nature
of my responsibilities.
I don’t think anybody really had any idea of
Rev. Steve Wilkinson
how lockdown might pan out, although it was well
signposted that it was coming. In the 10 days or so approaching that
announcement I received almost daily updates from the Diocese as the situation
developed. It started with restrictions on how we delivered communion,
essentially good hand hygiene practices, and limitations on the number of guests
at weddings and funerals. The first BAM! came when a wedding couple realised
they couldn’t have a church full of guests. BAM! again when the ceremony went
ahead with immediate family only and guests connected on Skype.
I had started doing our daily Morning Prayer online instead of going to a
church and meeting with others. I did one from a school on the day we knew
they were going to close, thinking that I could still go out and do them from
various different places. This would prove not to be the case.
Several members of my team of ministers were withdrawing from public
duties in order to self-isolate or to shield and this in itself made me start to feel
isolated. It’s often said that my role is one where ‘the buck stops here’ and I was
very quickly down to a point where my team of six had become a team of one
with respect to public duties and I was the only one left standing. BAM!
My role was designated as a key worker with respect to funerals. Hardly
comparable with NHS duties, but BAM! This felt like it could be about to get
big, but so far, fortunately, we’ve been spared any significant increase.
Advice was changing on a daily basis. By the following Sunday we were
prevented from sharing the communion chalice at all, although we still didn’t
really know what was about to happen.
I was asked to ensure that I had plans in place for things to continue in the
event of myself and other team members being taken ill – BAM! That really
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made me face my mortality. I mean, we usually just cover for each other when
there is illness. But when you’re the only one available in the first place and there
is this invisible killer around…
Sunday March 15th was the last time we held Sunday services in church, but
we didn’t realise that this would be the last time we met for worship for the time
being. The Archbishops were eager to ensure that the church would not become
a source of infection, and took the unprecedented step of closing our buildings
for prayer and Sunday services, meaning that we would have to adapt. I asked
keyholders to stop the daily opening and closing of churches. BAM!
Wedding couples started to realise that they might not be able to be married
– especially those halfway through the legal processes and calling of banns. I am
involved in the alternative process of issuing marriage licences, and usually do
one a year. Two is busy. I suddenly had a list of eight licence applications. BAM!
I met two couples on a March Monday evening to process their applications,
and then I went home and watched the PM’s announcement where he very
specifically said that weddings and christenings could not take place. I had to tell
those two couples and that they had just wasted their evening, and one more
couple had to be told that their hastily rescheduled wedding (for the next day)
would have to be put on hold indefinitely. BAM!
The next few days were a blur. I had to close churches, some of them in
person, take down the notices advertising Sunday services and take keys away

A new way for home baptism?
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from the keyholders. BAM! There would be no church meetings on Sunday, but
we could broadcast services from home. How to do that? Will Facebook Live cut
it? What is this Zoom thing that people are talking about? What do we actually
do in this new medium? Oh, and it’s Mothering Sunday! BAM! And the 4G
signal in rural churches is poor with no WiFi. Hmmm…
Over the next few weeks a new routine was established. My team, although
unable to do public duties, were fantastic, compiling email databases and contact
lists and ensuring that people were kept in touch in their isolation. We started
sharing out responsibilities and settling into a different pattern. Usually we
deliver up to six services across the Woodbridge Group on a Sunday. Now we
only had to deliver one, and as there were plenty of us we didn’t have to all be
involved every week.
Which is not a bad thing, since I now had to deliver every single funeral that
came to us, under very limited and difficult conditions. I needed that time to
craft a new form of funeral service, to consult with my colleagues about how the
constantly changing circumstances were affecting how we responded to different
situations and sharing good practice as we invented it.
There were new skills to be learnt – Facebook Live, how to use Facebook
Groups and Facebook Pages (there is a difference!) and set up a YouTube
channel, and record Zoom meetings, and edit video. How to speak to camera,
how to engage that little black dot in the corner of your phone and not stare at
your own face. How to create a weekly TV broadcast without any of the kit or
resources. Days are spent in webinars and video conferencing learning about
some of these skills. I have learnt that ‘church online’ is different from ‘online
church’ – which the disabled community has been doing for years. ‘Church
Online’ is sticking a camera in the corner of an existing service and allowing
others to watch, which can be just as inaccessible as a building with poor
disabled access. ‘Online Church’ blends a sense of relationship, and care for
remote individuals, connection and communication with them. We’ve not got it
perfect yet, but we’re getting better.
We share a common characteristic with teachers, that everybody thinks we
work a whole lot less than we actually do. And again in common with teachers
we’re having to work a whole lot harder at the moment as we work in different
ways to repackage our normal offering. On a typical Sunday I would be
delivering an average of 2 services in a face to face situation, and it would take
between half a day and a day to prepare those services well, and a certain amount
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of communication with others. As we mature our current online offering it’s
taking the same amount of preparation, with more communication, and about a
day and a half to record, edit and upload a single service. Live broadcast was
unreliable in the early days, and is very limiting in what you can include, unless
you have a BBC edit suite, so we switched to pre-recording. The impact of that
is that Saturday is the new Sunday, and Sunday is relatively free – until Zoom
coffee time.
On the other hand, the volume of emails and meetings has plummeted, but it
was quite a long time into lockdown before our new normality settled down. Just
recently I’ve been able to watch the new Star Wars series ‘The Mandalorian’ and
as a family we’re in the middle of a ‘Marvel’ marathon (there are lots of BAMS!
in a Marvel movie). The garden at the Rectory is massive, and I’ve realised that I
could actually do with a lockdown every spring in order to be able to stay on top
of it! (But if it could not start in the middle of Lent next time I’d really appreciate
it.)

Garsdon Church
Although all services have been suspended regular
contact is being maintained with the community by
phone and email in order to ensure that everyone is
being supported during the emergency. A Garsdon
WhatsApp Group has been formed by a member of the
church and this too is working well at keeping everyone in touch. A member of
the church community has also set up a delivery service with Brinkworth Dairy
to a central location for regular orders for local people.
We are hopeful that the Environment Agency will soon be making a decision
on our application for a permit for a Trench Arch Drainage System following a
site visit to the church.
Our grateful thanks to all parishioners for all that they are doing to help the
vulnerable and those in great need during these challenging times. Keep safe and
well.
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News from the Foodbank
It will probably not surprise anyone that we
have been very, very busy at the Foodbank over
the last couple of months. But it might surprise
you to hear that a lot of the busy-ness has been to
do with the amazing amount of generosity which
people have shown in this very difficult time. Yes, we have continued to help
people in need – both in and around Malmesbury and also in the Cricklade area –
but we have not been overwhelmed, I am pleased to say.
Turning first to the support which has been pouring in, can I say a massive
Thank You to everyone who has contributed to the Foodbank over the last couple
of months? You are still popping items in the collection crates in Waitrose and
the Co-op and you are having mini-collections all over the place. We are so
grateful for all your contributions. And financial contributions have been coming
in too; ranging from envelopes through our door to collections in lieu of birthday
cards – even an Ironman Triathlon in a back garden!! In case anyone didn’t catch
that, one amazing Lea resident spent 14.5 hours on Sunday 19th April swimming
2.4 miles in a pool whilst tethered to the side, cycling 112 miles on a static bike,
and then running 26.2 miles around a 90m loop in his garden – which was 420
laps! The money Richard Groome raised came in at over £3.5k – all of which
will be put to very good use, I promise.
I would also like to thank all the wonderful people who have stepped
forward to help us deliver food supplies in the area. Before all this started,
people in food crisis would come to the Foodbank to collect what they needed.
But we can’t do that right now so we had to set up a delivery service to get
supplies to where they need to be. Within seconds of asking, I had a ten driver
teams willing to take on this task. They are just brilliant and they deliver all over
the place, every Monday to Friday.
I mentioned that we have not been overwhelmed. By that, I mean that we
have not been overwhelmed by the number of people needing Foodbank support.
Yes, we did see a significant increase in numbers in the first 2-3 weeks of
lockdown but, since then, the numbers have been around those we might have
seen before the Covid 19 crisis. We suspect that this could be due to the many
other forms of support which have been put in place: at Government level, at
County level, and at local level. We also know that these forms of support will
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come to an end, possibly within the next 2-3 months. It is at that point that we
expect to see quite a significant increase in calls on Foodbanks right across the
country.
So, because of that, please do not stop supporting your local Foodbank!!! If
you would like to give food, please take a look at our website
(malmesburydistrict.foodbank.org.uk) to see which items we are specifically in
need of at any one time. Monetary donations are very welcome – we will need to
buy in stocks when the demand goes up and that’s where a lot of our funds will
go. Monetary donations are also used to fund parcels of fresh produce which we
send out in collaboration with Malmesbury Co-op to supplement the nonperishable items we supply from the Foodbank.
Finally, if you happen to know of anyone who is struggling to feed
themselves or a family in this very difficult time, please encourage them to get in
touch with us (info@malmesburydistrict.foodbank.org.uk) or contact the Citizens
Advice Helpline (0808 208 2138).

A preacher, who was "humour impaired," attended a conference to help
encourage and better equip pastors for their ministry. Among the speakers
were many well known and dynamic speakers. One such boldly approached
the pulpit and, gathering the entire crowd's attention, said, "The best
years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman that wasn't my wife!"
The crowd was shocked! He followed up by saying, "And that woman was my
mother!" - The crowd burst into laughter and he delivered the rest of his
talk, which went over quite well.
The next week, the preacher decided he'd give this humour thing a
try, and use that joke in his sermon. As he approached the pulpit that
Sunday, he tried to rehearse the joke in his head. It suddenly seemed a bit
foggy to him. Getting to the microphone he said loudly, "The greatest years
of my life were spent in the arms of a woman that was not
my wife!" The congregation inhaled in surprise. After
standing there for almost 10 seconds in the stunned silence,
trying to recall the second half of the joke, the preacher
finally blurted out, "...and I can't remember who she was!"
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CRAFTY GROWERS
SUMMER GROWING CHALLENGES 2020
Every village needs a little competition now and again and
this year it seems more important than ever to have some fun with a friendly
growing challenge. Try them all or just choose one, everyone welcome, just give
it a go.
No formal entry, but dates will be set for those who want to be judged!
YOUR BASIC KIT: Some plants
Challenge 1 Tallest sunflower – let’s see if someone can beat
the 9.17m tall sunflower grown by Hans-Peter Schiffer, Germany
in 2014!!!

Challenge 2 Prettiest sweet pea
display, but it doesn’t have to be big, could
be in a pot, just lots of flowers and lovely.

Challenge 3 Funniest pocket
garden – something to make us
laugh. No bigger that 1m2, but as
tall as you like and must involve
plants please.

(Note: this challenge is being organised on Facebook. If you are not on the
Internet or Facebook, find a neighbour who is and can help.)
Page 9

Local News

Community spirit
Much has been said over the past few months about how communities have
pulled together to help others during this time. The same can truly be said of our
villages. No-one knew when we started out in March, we would end up with
such a lengthy period of lockdown.
What began as a kind gesture to help others in need, has grown to
encompass so many people across all the villages. Neighbours helping
neighbours but equally strangers helping strangers and forming an united bond to
make life a little easier whether that is through collecting a prescription, dropping
off some milk, offer up some extra flour that you might have or selling
wonderful plants for the benefit of the Wiltshire Air Ambulance.
What will be remembered when hopefully COVID19 is not something
consuming us, are all these amazing acts of kindness that have existed and
hopefully will continue going forward. As the late Caroline Flack said, "In a
world where you can be anything, be kind" and it is has been wonderful to see
that in our own community.
Thank you to everyone who has helped out during this time. If you need
anything during these tough times - some food, a friendship call, a prescription
being collected, just give us a call and we can arrange it for you. 01666 823
975/07711 567247 or email: kelliechandler@icloud.com.

Local companies
(operating as of 14 May 2020)
Wood

Webbs Firewood – 01666 860 674
Food

Bangers & Burgers – Charlmoor Farm - Free delivery within a 10-mile
radius of Charlton. Find on Facebook.
Wine - Bow in the Cloud – wine deliveries - 01666 823040
Eggs – Brinkworth Farm - delivery to Lea – Thursday- 07881 822342
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Cakes – Cake Tin, Malmesbury - Delivery within a 5-mile radius – 07894
336972
Cake and Bake Malmesbury – Online only.
Somerford Arms – Various food box options available: Fruit & Veg Boxes,
Ultimate Boxes, Diary Boxes, Fish and Meat Boxes, Pantry Box: Call 01666
826535 or go online. Deliveries on Wednesday evening or Thursday. Collections
6-8pm on Wednesdays.
The Priory Inn, Tetbury – fruit, veg, bread, BBQ box, Doughnuts, Godsells
Cheese box, Arkells Ale Box, Halls Cake Box, Halls Gluten free box, Halls Pasty
Box, Hobbs House Bakery Box, James Fenwicks Limited Edition Box, Mini Keg
Box, Salad Box, Afternoon tea box, Wine Box and Meat boxes. Call 01666
502251 or order online
Brinkworth Dairy – Butter, Milk, Cream, Cheese, Yoghurt. Online Ordering
or Tel: 07977 580281
Marshfield Ice cream – Delivery on Fridays. Online at https://marshfieldicecream.squarespace.com/shop
Cotswold Coffee Roasters – 07549 867766
Takeaways

Spice Merchant Malmesbury – home delivery service: 01666 823 330/826
536 - http://www.spicemerchantrestaurant.co.uk
Somerford Arms – Call 01666 826535 or email
Booking@somerfordarms.com. Various take away options available: Sunday
Roast @Home or Take away menu available Tuesday to Saturday 5pm to 8pm.
Pizza, Kids Box, Pub Favourites, Seasonal Specials, Summer Salad Boxes
The Priory Inn, Tetbury – Call 01666 502251 – Take away Pizza. Homemade ready meals e.g.: cottage pie, sausage and mash, Kids Pizza Box.
Jonathan’s catering - Sunday Lunch Takeaway. Tel: 01285 407307

When I was young, my mother threatened to knock me in to
next year.
I should phone her and see if the offer is still open.
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Parish Council
We hope that you are keeping well during this
unprecedented time. It has been a reminder to us all
that communication is a key element to our lives.
The Parish Council has met ‘remotely’ to discuss
recent planning applications and I update the website
regularly with new COVID-19 advice & information from Wiltshire Council. If
you would like information sent directly to you please do send me an email (it
will not be shared with anyone else!) as there are frequent news items, road
closures and other items of interest that can be relayed straight to your inbox.
As soon as Government Guidelines are revised we hope to hold our Annual
Parish Meeting to keep you updated on all the Parish Council activity and this
will also give you an opportunity to ask questions or share any concerns that you
might have.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Jubilee Playing Field
A bit of good news for everyone. The tennis court in
the Jubilee Playing Field is now OPEN. There is some
guidance:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Use your own equipment.
Only two people unless all the same household.
Use hand sanitizer before and after playing.
The gate will be unlocked.
Only tennis to be played on the court - no other ball games.

You can kick a ball around on the football pitch but the children’s play
equipment cannot be used yet. However, it’s a step in the right direction. Yippee!
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Lea Parish Council Website www.leaclevertonpc.co.uk
Lea Village Website - www.leavillage.com
Lea Village Facebook Pagewww.facebook.com/groups/Leavillage
Lea and Garsdon School www.leagarsdon.wilts.sch.uk

North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club
The Flower Club is a friendly group with members from throughout the
area. Our meetings would normally take place at Crudwell Village Hall on the
third Wednesday evening of the month, but clearly during the current
coronavirus crisis these are cancelled for the foreseeable future. Likewise our full
programme of events including demonstrations, workshops and outings, is
temporarily on hold. However, if you are interested, please save the date of one
major event which we hope will still go ahead later this year:
18th November 2020, Christmas Open Demonstration at the Sundial
Theatre Cirencester, with National Demonstrator Tom Hodge.
In the meantime, we wish all our members and the whole
community all the best during these difficult days, and we hope
everyone stays safe and well.
Well, obviously we've not been meeting over the
past two months, but we have been keeping in touch.
Members have sent us photos of their gardens,
grandchildren, walks they've been on, and lots of jokes!
We've also been phoning each other to make sure
everyone is ok. We're hoping to get together in the autumn if the virus
situation permits - it's been a long time and we'll have a lot to talk to each
other about. Do get in touch if you'd like to know more.

Page 13

Local News

Lea and Garsdon CE Primary
school
When I started my first year of headship at Lea
and Garsdon CE Primary school back in September,
little did I know what a strange and unusual year was
ahead. With nearly half of the year under my belt I was
just getting to the point personally when I felt I could
confidently call myself the headteacher and that the
school was moving in the direction I wanted to take it.
And then on March 20th everything changed.
The decision to close schools across the country was one that we were all
expecting and had been preparing plans for but it was still a decision which left
us feeling shocked and saddened. As teachers, not to be seeing our classes on a
day to day basis was extremely hard to come to terms with, particularly as we
had no real idea of how long this would be lasting.
But of course the reality is that when we talk about school closing that isn’t
quite right as we have remained open throughout. We all had to come to terms
with a different way of working which adapted to the new situation, allowing us
to continue to provide for our children. School has remained open for children of
Key Workers and also for vulnerable learners. Staff have been in on a rota basis
to work with these children and everyone has played their part. Over the Easter
holiday we continued to stay open to allow those parents working on the front
line to keep doing their important roles.
Our different way of working did not stop there. For those children not in
school, teachers have been preparing daily lessons which are sent out to be
completed at home. The PowerPoints that have been produced contain humour,
personal touches and have helped to keep a sense of normality for our children
and a link to their school. I have filmed Collective Worships for children to
watch at home which has been a very new experience. I have managed to get to
the point where I am doing them in one take rather than the 50 it was originally
taking. All of these different approaches are helping to keep us together as a
school family and keep children connected to school.
Throughout the entire process I have been incredibly thankful for the staff
team that I have. Teachers, TAs, office staff, dinner staff, cleaners have all
Page 14

Local News

played their part, going above and beyond, and I know that under this new way
of working they are working harder than ever before (and they have always
worked incredibly hard!).
One of my key priorities as a new head was to look at our school values and
think about how we could strengthen them this year. One of the positive
elements to come from this situation is that this has happened automatically. Our
first value of community has been shown through the way that staff, parents and
children have worked together to support learning. I have already said how
amazing the staff have been but without the amazing job that the parents have
done to support their children at home, we would not have been able to be as
successful as we have. It is not easy having children learning at home when you
have your own work to do! Our second value is gratitude and we have seen this
through the positive messages of thanks that we have received from parents and
children. The focus on the NHS and the clapping on a Thursday night has really
encouraged children to be thankful for the people who help us, be that doctors,
farmers, delivery drivers or anyone else who is making a positive contribution to
our society. Our value of individuality has been seen in the creative, unusual
approaches that we have seen children taking to their learning and kindness has
shone through in how people have helped each other at home- it has been lovely
seeing pictures of siblings supporting each other’s learning rather than
squabbling! We have really focused on the wellbeing of children throughout this
period with the emphasis being on children maintaining their smile rather than
completing all of the academic work set. Finally, our value of inspiration….
Well I have been inspired by the Lea and Garsdon school community every day
by the way that they have changed to meet the situation that we are in.
The way that we work is set to change again in the coming weeks but I am
certain that the community will stay strong and adapt accordingly. As for me….
all future years of headship will be a breeze in comparison!

If man evolved from monkeys and apes, why do we still have monkeys
and apes?
What do you do when you see an endangered animal eating an
endangered plant?
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Wiltshire Council Updates
Please note that a lot of the advice issued during this Covid-19 crisis
changes quite rapidly. The following information from Wiltshire Council may
well change again during June and July. Please keep an eye on the website and
keep your neighbours who are not on the Internet, up to date.
See http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/public-health-coronavirus for further
details.

Household recycling centres to reopen with
postcode entry system
All of Wiltshire's household recycling centres (HRCs), bar Stanton St
Quintin, reopened on Monday 18th May with an easy to use postcode entry
system to help limit the number of people on site at any time and ensure social
distancing. We expect the sites to be extremely busy during this initial phase of
reopening, so please consider whether you really need to visit the sites during the
first week or so.
Stanton St Quintin HRC will remain closed because parking spaces on site
have been significantly reduced and because of the already difficult traffic
management issues at the site. This will be kept under review and in the
meantime you should use the Purton, Melksham or Lower Compton sites.
You should only visit HRCs on the days that correspond to the first part of
your postcode. For example, if your postcode starts in BA12, you can only visit
the sites on Monday 18 May, Wednesday 20 May etc - see table opposite.
You can visit any Wiltshire site you choose, so while you are limited by the
days you can attend, you can attend any Wiltshire household recycling centre on
these days – though please be sure to check the latest opening times before you
set off, as many sites will need to operate very differently to previous
arrangements. You may be asked to provide a proof of address in order to use the
household recycling centre, so please bring it with you.

Page 16

Wiltshire Council

Page 17

Pastoral Care

Pastoral Care in the Woodbridge Group
The Pastoral Group is willing to offer support and care to anyone in need in
our community. Visits can be arranged to anyone who is lonely, housebound
or sick or just needing a friend to talk to. Please phone:
Lea:
Wendy Bennington
Tel: 01666 825069
Garsdon:
Margaret Lewis
Tel: 01666 823247
Great Somerford:
Anne Berry
Tel: 01249 720530
Little Somerford:
Vacant
Brinkworth:
Rosemary Tuck
Tel: 01793 850999
Dauntsey:
Vacant

From The Registers
Funerals/Burials
23 March

Lea - Sheila Clark at North Wilts Crematorium.

A service will take place at Lea once restrictions are lifted.

Woodbridge Churches on the Web
Website – www.woodbridgegroup.co.uk
Check out service times, latest news, etc.
Facebook – Woodbridge Group of Churches
See photos and catch up on what’s going on.
Twitter - @sixchurches for what’s on
@woodbridgevicar to see what Steve’s up to.
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If you would like your club or organisation’s contact details listed
here, please email the editor at LeaGandCmag@gmail.com

Council & Community
Lea & Cleverton Parish Council
Wiltshire Council
Good Neighbour Scheme
Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Cllr John M Cull (Chair)
Claire Mann (Clerk)
Ellen Blacker

01666 822778
0759 6759966
0300 4560100
07557 922020
0344 4111444

Police
Neighbourhood Police Team
Crimestoppers

PCSO Juliet Evans
101
cptnorthwiltshire@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
0800 555111

Medical
Doctor - Malmesbury Primary Health Care Centre
Doctor - Out of Hours Health Care
Dentist - Malmesbury Dental Centre

01666 825825
0300 1115717
01666 826646

Churches
Church of England (Woodbridge Group)
Methodist (Great Somerford)
Roman Catholic (St Aldhelm’s Malmesbury)

See inside Front Cover
01249 720687
01666 822331

Education
Lea & Garsdon Primary School
Malmesbury Secondary School
Library - Malmesbury

01666 823534
01666 829700
01666 823611

Recreation
Lea Village Hall Bookings
Lea’s Rose & Crown
Activity Zone Malmesbury
Lea WI
North Wiltshire Flower Club
Crudwell Ladies

Carol McDougal
01666 825758
Leavillagehallwilts@gmail.com
01666 822053
01666 822533
Judith Plevin (Secretary)
01666 822928
Liz
01666 860888
Tina
01666 577707
Sandra
01666 577368

Utilities
Electricity
Floodline

08000 727282
0845 6026340
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Worship in the Woodbridge Group
We have reinvented the way we do church. The church is the people, not the
building, and we have moved online. Whilst we recognise that this will not reach
everybody we have been pleasantly surprised by those who have been able to
connect.
Every Day

Morning Prayer at 9am� �n Facebook Group: ‘Woodbridge Group of
Churches’
(requires Facebook membership)
Sundays

Virtual Sunday Worship at 10:30am on either our Youtube channel or
Facebook page both called: ‘Woodbridge Churches Online’
(publicly visible)
There have been so many positive benefits to this enforced move that it
changes the question from “When will we reopen the churches?” to “What will
church look like when we reopen the buildings?”

Editor’s Note
Our parish newsletter is produced by Lea and Garsdon
churches and distributed free of charge to all residents.
Anyone is welcome to submit articles or publicise events
which they feel would be of interest to our community.
The closing date for contributions for the Aug/Sep 2020
magazine is :

Monday 13th July
Items for the next issue can be sent via the email leagandcmag@gmail.com.
If you’re not on email you can still send items to me, Dave Smith, at
Ponders End, Lea, Malmesbury SN16 9PA.

