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Virtual Easter Day Communion April 12th 2020 
 

On screen: 
Ven Christopher Bryan, Archdeacon of Malmesbury 

Rev Steve Wilkinson, Rector, Woodbridge Group 
Tash Wilkinson (flute and vocals) 

 
The service will appear on YouTube at 10.30am on Sunday morning 
https://youtu.be/rRmpydF0Hdg 
 
Video - ‘Oh to see the dawn’ by Stuart Townend – recorded by Tash as she watched 
the sunrise over Little Somerford earlier this week.  The full version of this video will be 
published after the service 
 

 
 
 

Oh, to see the dawn 
Of the darkest day: 

Christ on the road to Calvary. 
Tried by sinful men, 

Torn and beaten, then 
Nailed to a cross of wood. 

 
This, the power of the cross: 

Christ became sin for us, 
Took the blame, bore the wrath: 
We stand forgiven at the cross 

https://youtu.be/rRmpydF0Hdg
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Introduction 
 
including a poem by Alan Amos 
 

Ah, my dear Lord, the church is locked 
But let my heart be open to your presence; 

There let us make, you and I, 
Your Easter garden; 
Plant it with flowers, 

And let the heavy stone be rolled away 

 
 

Hymn  
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name. 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation. Refrain. 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and has risen. Refrain. 

We have been crucified with Christ. 
Now we shall live forever. Refrain. 

God has proclaimed the just reward: 
Life for all men, alleluia! Refrain. 

Come, let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Saviour. Refrain. 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen: 
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
He has given us new life and hope! 
He has raised Jesus from the dead! 
 
God has claimed us as his own: 
He has brought us out of darkness! 
He has made us light to the world! 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen: 
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession 
 

God shows His love for us in this:  
while we were still sinners Christ died for us. 
Let us turn to the Lord our God and say to him: 
 

Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you. 
We are not worthy to be called your children. 
We turn again to you.   
Have mercy on us, 
bring us back to yourself  
as those who were once dead,   
but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen                                                                                
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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The Easter Collect 
 

Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son  
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ,  
may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour,  
glory and might, now and in all eternity. 
Amen 
 
 
 

The Gospel Reading 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

 

The Empty Tomb, John 20:1-18 

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came 

running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the 

strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him 

and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the 

cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, 

separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 

went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that 

Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were 

staying. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the 

head and the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
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“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put 

him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize 

that it was Jesus. 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 

instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she 

told them that he had said these things to her. 

 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Reflection – Archdeacon of Malmesbury, Ven Christopher Bryan 
(the text of this will be circulated after the service as the sound quality is poor on the 
recording) 
 
 
The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Lord we are Easter people 
Let ‘Alleluia’ be our song 
 
Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen 

 
Easter Day Peace 
  

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
And said, ‘Peace be with you’.   
Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

But chiefly we are bound to praise you 
Because you raised him gloriously from the dead. 
For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us, 
And has taken away the sin of the world. 
By his death he has destroyed death, 
And by his rising to life again  
he has restored to us everlasting life. 

 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest 

 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

 

who, in the same night he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
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do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

 

Lord by your cross and resurrection 
You have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 

 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 

 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.   
Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen.  
 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

Draw near with faith.  
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,  
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

  

 
Prayer after Communion 
 
God of truth, 
we have seen with our eyes 
and touched with our hands the bread of life. 
Strengthen our faith 
that we may grow in love for you  
and for each other;     
through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen 

 

 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory.  Amen 
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Hymn 
 
In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
 

The Blessing 
May Christ, who out of defeat 
brings new hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life. 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen.  
 


