Page 1

Who’s Who
Rector
Curate

Rev Steve Wilkinson
01249 723733
rector@woodbridgegroup.co.uk
Rev Mike Graham
510441
mike.graham@btinternet.com

Licensed Lay Ministers
Heather Lee
Tony Yates
Jane Briggs
Deb Evans

829221
01249 723842
825996
511158

Woodbridge Administrator
Maggie Topp
511422
administrator@woodbridgegroup.co.uk
Churchwardens
Lea
Garsdon
Fellowship Groups Contacts
Tuesday (Malmesbury)
Wednesday (Lea)
Wednesday Ladies (Lea)
Friday (Milbourne)
Youth Organisations
PCC Treasurers
Lea
Garsdon
PCC Secretaries
Lea
Garsdon
Gift Aid Secretaries
Lea
Garsdon
Child Protection Officer
Lea & Cleverton
Garsdon

Mark Edwards
David Topp
David Briggs
Margaret Lewis

01249 660017
510521 (evenings only)
825996
823247

Rose Cole
Dave Smith
Bridget Beardshall
Jane Briggs
Alison Withers

824577
826601
822924
825996
07966 964437

Brian Zehetmayr
Neil Seymour (Deputy)
Valerie Vincent

01249 723701
825165
07787 377825

Judith Plevin
Liz Walker

822928
823497

Clare Beazley
Valerie Vincent

822240
07787 377825

Vacancy
Katie White

07771 894055
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Church Ma�ers
I write to you in the middle of an unprecedented week in which we are all having to adapt
to new ways of life. I cannot reinforce enough the need for each one of you to minimise
contact with each other as we retreat to our homes as places of safety in order to fight off
this invisible virus. For the first time since 1208 public worship services have been
suspended, and we cannot gather in our buildings for the foreseeable future
We are being asked to discover new ways of being church, and Bristol Cathedral has
expressed this as “Church is not closed, Church has changed”. We can still support each
other, we can still contact each other, but we must adapt in our social interactions and in
the way we conduct daily life.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
We cannot gather on Sundays, or any other day, so there are some different options
available to you for Sunday Worship:
TV: Today the BBC has announced that it will be broadcasting a Sunday morning service
on TV starting this Sunday, although there are no details at this stage. There is also
‘Songs of Praise’ usually broadcast at around lunchtime on Sunday, this week at 1.15pm.
Online via Facebook Live:
For Sunday services we will be experimenting with Facebook Live – which allows us to
share a form of Sunday service with you. I, or others, will broadcast a short service from
one of our churches which you can attend by going to the ‘Woodbridge Group of Churches’
group on Facebook. You do not need a Facebook account to do this – just visit
www.facebook.com or via phone and tablet apps. This Sunday (22nd March) at 10.00am
we will offer an online All-Age ‘Messy Church’ via this route, followed at 10.30am by a short
service I’m calling ‘Virtual Sunday Worship’, which will offer the usual elements of
confession, Bible readings, a short address, and the opportunity for prayer.
I intend to offer Virtual Sunday Worship at 10.30am every Sunday for the duration of the
suspension.
Weekdays: From Monday through to Saturday we are also offering the opportunity for
Daily Prayer as a Facebook Live event at 9am each day, led by myself and others.
Note: Facebook Live events can also be viewed later.

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS
We are about to enter a time when these must operate under very different conditions from
those which we are used to. We are still absorbing the impact of current restrictions, but
large gatherings of people cannot be allowed.
For the time being we are not able to offer baptisms except under emergency
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conditions.
We are contacting wedding couples, who are facing the reality that their ceremonies can
continue but under very different circumstances from how they had planned it, unless they
postpone indefinitely. We have had a number of deferments into 2021 and several who
intend to continue. Banns have to be read in a public service and cannot be read at the
moment so there is an alternative licence route that needs to be used.
All funerals for the time being will involve either a simple cremation service operating
under the restrictions of the crematorium, or a simple burial service. In each case the
number of guests may be severely restricted, and we will offer the opportunity for a more
extensive memorial service at a later date. We must prepare ourselves for a very serious
increase in the number of funerals which are to come and yet which most of us will be
unable to attend.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
I reiterate that we cannot encourage gatherings on church premises until further notice.
Lea church, which is usually open daily will remain open for public access and prayer, but
we must observe a 2m social distancing if we see other people there.

GOLDEN RULES
The Bishop of St Albans has published the following Golden Rules:
One: Each one of us can think about how we can protect and support our neighbours. So
much of the public rhetoric is sowing fear about the danger of other people. So, taking all
the official precautions, offer help and reassurance to others – and don’t demonise
anyone or any group.
Two: Think about who may be suffering more than me. For those of us who are healthy
there is much less to worry about but the elderly, the housebound and those with chronic
health conditions may be very anxious.
Three: Don’t give into panic and start hoarding food. There is plenty to go around, so
practise the Christian discipline of sharing. Ask your neighbours what they need and do
your best to help them get it. If you are self-isolating you will of course need some supplies.
Four: Live today to the full. None of us ever know what the future holds. In the Sermon on
the Mount (Matthew 6. 25 – 34), Jesus challenged his followers to live each day fully and
not be afraid. Every time we are tempted to give in to fear we need to make a conscious
choice to respond in trust and openness.
With love in Christ,
Steve Wilkinson
Rector, Woodbridge Group of Churches
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Pastoral Care in the Woodbridge Group
The Pastoral Group is willing to offer support and care to anyone in need in our
Community. Visits can be arranged to anyone who is lonely, housebound or sick,
or just needing a friend to talk to. Please phone:
Lea:
Garsdon:
Great Somerford:
Little Somerford:
Brinkworth:
Dauntsey:

Wendy Bennington
Margaret Lewis
Anne Berry
Vacant
Rosemary Tuck
Vacant

01666 825069
01666 823247
01249 720530
01793 850999

Woodbridge Churches on the Web
Website:

www.woodbridgegroup.co.uk to check out service times, news etc.

Facebook: Woodbridge Group of Churches to catch up on what’s going on
Twitter:

@sixchurches for what’s on
@woodbridgevicar to see what Steve’s up to

Copy for Next Issue
Please can anybody who wants copy in the next issue please send it to me by
18th May 2020. The email address for the magazine is:

LeaGandCmag@gmail.com
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Local News
CORONAVIRUS: COVID 19 – DON’T PANIC!
It’s in times of emergency that a community comes together to help each other. I am
writing this in mid March and already many people have offered to help others wherever
they can to get through this Pandemic. Who knows what the situation will be by the time
you read this, it may all be over!
Advice being given nationally and it is changing daily in response to the situation. At all
times respond to this, but maybe a few ideas on what can be done locally:
• If you are in isolation please keep in touch with someone who is able to look out for
you, a relative, friend or neighbour. Maybe there is a Link Scheme or Pastoral group who
can help, check the magazines for details in your area. If you really have no one to talk to,
call me. I shall respond to urgent calls as quickly as I can.
• Food. Again, keep in touch with someone. At present the main supermarkets are
aiming to continue to offer home delivery so try on-line shopping. If you don’t “do” on line,
maybe a neighbour or friend can help? Many local village shops are also offering home
delivery, just give them a call to ask.
• Medicines. As I write, Boots are now offering free delivery of medication to anyone who
is self-isolating. Simply call your usual branch to request the supplies you need.
• General. Many clubs and activities are likely to be closed by the time you read this and
maybe people will be working from home to avoid spreading the virus. This can lead to
feelings of loneliness, perhaps more so in these anxious times. Consider phoning a
neighbour or friend to have a chat. For many living alone, it could be the only human
contact they have that day.
Many of you will have seen this message over social media etc. If you feel that you
would like to participate, please do, but PLEASE take care of yourselves too and take all
precautions for your health.

Please keep up to date with national guidelines, this is only guidance as at time of
writing – 16th March 2020. Remember, you are not alone, help is around, simply ask!
Ellen Blacker
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LEA VILLAGE HALL DEFIBRILLATOR
As many of you are aware following a very generous personal donation the Parish Council
purchased and installed a defibrillator which is in the yellow cabinet outside the Village
Hall. I have been working with the Parish Council to do two things; create a greater
awareness among parishioners of the existence of the unit and the process and protocol
for anyone using the unit under guidance from the South West Ambulance Service call
handler.
What is the purpose of the Defibrillator?
If someone has even a mild ‘heart attack’, the heart can sometimes flick into an abnormal
rhythm where, instead of beating in a coordinated fashion, muscle fibres just twitch
randomly. This is known as fibrillation (or ‘cardiac arrest’) and, with no intervention, is
always fatal. However, by quick action, giving the heart a shock can sometimes restore the
normal rhythm and save life.
Attaching the defibrillator pads to the casualty’s chest as soon as possible after cardiac
arrest gives the best chance of saving that person’s life. So, don’t be afraid of it – it is safe
to use and the audible guidance from the unit will help you through the process. You can
only possibly do good with it; attaching it cannot harm the casualty in any way.
When should it be used?
If you are the only attendant of someone who collapses without a pulse, please
immediately phone 999 from your phone, give the ambulance service your exact location
and start and continue CPR (heart compressions and mouth-to-mouth breathing) until the
paramedics arrive. If two or more people are present and you are within the village, please
still phone 999 but also despatch one person to the village hall (preferably by car if
available) to pick up the defibrillator. The code to the defibrillator cabinet is C123X.
This code has not been publicly released before but every second counts in this situation
and it is important the heart shock is delivered as soon as possible.
Our discussions with our Ambulance Trust have suggested that they only recommend
picking up the defibrillator if the incident is less than 200m away from the patient’s location,
but they now agree that flexibility in this distance is sensible. Without early use of the
defibrillator, a casualty’s chance of survival drops rapidly with every minute passed –
meaning that just doing CPR whilst awaiting an ambulance’s arrival is unlikely to prove
effective.
Just remember
By issuing the access code and giving you this guidance, we are trusting you entirely with
this information. Removal or tampering with the defibrillator jeopardises lives. If you need
to use the defibrillator please notify the Parish Clerk, Claire Mann after the event so that it
can be checked and put back into the cabinet.
Please respect the trust we place in you. If you have any questions you are welcome to
speak to me.
Dr PHil Yates (Retired Doctor)
07979451538 / Yates@Hotmail.com
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LEA WI
We held our Annual Meeting at the beginning of March, when our Annual Report and
Accounts were approved. Our President, Sally Bird was re-elected and the secretary and
treasurer also re-appointed. And we now have three new committee members so we’re
hoping there’ll be lots of new ideas for things to do. We also have an exciting new
programme with lots of interesting speakers.
Forthcoming meetings
Tuesday 14th April at 7.30 pm in Lea Village Hall - our first speaker of the WI year will be
Claire Mills, whose topic “DNA Detectives” is about using DNA testing to support Family
History research. This topic is of interest to many people, and visitors are always
welcome, so do come along.
Tuesday 12th May - this is the meeting when we discuss the resolutions to be debated at
the WI’s national AGM in the Albert Hall in June. This year the subjects for discussion are
“A call to increase potential stem cell donor registration” and “End modern slavery”. We
usually have a lively debate.
Visitors are very welcome at all our meetings; if you want any further information please
contact Judith Plevin, the secretary, on 01666 822928.
Coronavirus - Unfortunately. it has been decided that in view of the Coronavirus
epidemic we are suspending all meetings until further notice. We’ll let everyone know
when we’re back, either in the magazine or on the village notice board. Let’s all keep well
and look after each other.
Judith Plevin
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CRUDWELL SCOUTS
I wrote this article before the coronavirus outbreak. Resilience will be
important to us all over the coming days, weeks and possibly months.
How scouting builds resilience in our children…..
In a recent survey of parents by the Scout Association, over half said they believe life is
harder for young people today than it was twenty years ago. That seems to make sense
when we think about increased testing in schools, the tidal wave of social media, the
intense sense of competition they must feel, and the pressure to conform. Here are a few
ways that scouting (including Beavers and Cubs) can help to build resilience:
1. Have a go at something new (and be prepared to fail).
Whether it’s climbing a mountain, setting up a community project or running your first
camp, it’s amazing how we find the strength we need when we dig deep.
2. Learn and pass on a skill.
This could be as simple as learning how to tie a bandage or cook a meal. Succeed in one
thing and it gives you the confidence in another.
3. Spend a night away.
Spending nights away helps young people think for themselves and go it alone. When
young people wake up from a night under the stars, they feel ready to take on the world.
4. Chat with someone different to you.
Stepping out of our comfort zone is so important if we want to grow as people. When we
speak to new and different people, we’re learning about ourselves as well as others.
5. Achieve something as part of a team.
Remember, you’re not on your own. When times get hard, we’re there for each other. It
can be amazing how just sharing an issue with the team and deciding on what we are
going to do can make a problem seem so much easier to solve.
6. Learn to pick yourself up, start again and bounce back.
In life, things will go wrong. It’s how we bounce back that counts. Pick yourself up, dust
yourself off, and try and try again.
If you are interested in joining Beavers, Cubs or Scouts, then please drop me an email. All
of our face to face scout meetings have been suspended for the moment, we will let
you all know when we are back up and running.
Tamsyn Luggar
1st Crudwell Scout Group - crudwellscoutgroup@gmail.com
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NORTH WILTSHIRE VILLAGES
FLOWER CLUB
We commenced 2020 with an interesting demonstration by Marie Mundy on the theme
‘Around the world’. Marie began by packing a small suitcase with flowers, then took us on a
journey to far flung places conjured up in floral form. It was nice to travel with her and
escape winter, if only for one evening and in our imagination! Likewise in February it was
lovely to escape the gales and downpours by spending an evening enjoying the colourful
sight of a profusion of beautiful flowers arranged by demonstrator Carol Norman. The
theme was ‘Two of a kind,’ in which Carol used pairs of matching containers to show how
these could be used for two very different styles of arrangement and kept us thoroughly
engaged and entertained.
In light of current circumstances, we have cancelled all meetings and events for the
foreseeable future. However we do hope to be able to operate our coach trip to Salisbury
Cathedral Flower Festival on Tuesday 15th September.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For more information please contact Liz on 01666 860888. We can also be contacted by
email – nwvflowerclub@gmail.com
Liz Parker

125th SOMERFORDS SHOW ON
SATURDAY 15th AUGUST 2020
Whether you’ve a prize allotment or a modest veg patch in your back garden, expansive
borders or a few pots of beautiful flowers… why not enter them in the Horticultural
category in the Somerford Show! Now is the time to be planning and nurturing your entries.
Find the full schedule including list of classes, rules, details on how to enter and entry
forms on the Somerford Show website www.somerfordshow.com under the Horticultural
section or in the Great Somerford village shop.
Division 2 in the Horticultural section is open only to our LOCAL district of Little and Great
Somerford, Brinkworth, Christian Malford, Cleverton, Corston, Dauntsey, Draycot,
Grittenham, Hullavington, Kington Langley, Langley Burrell, Lea, Malmesbury, Rodboume,
Seagry, Startley, Sutton Benger, but you can enter Division 1 as well.
Plus we now have childrens classes for the 16 and unders, to inspire the next generation
of green fingers. And new this year, fun classes open to all which include the weirdest
looking fruit or vegetable class!
Industrial. You can enter other items too in the Show Tent ranging from needlework &
knitting, cooking, art and children’s classes. All details on the Somerford Show website (as
above) under the Industrial Section.
Emma Turtle
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Useful Contacts
If you would like your club or organisation’s contact details listed
here, please email the editor at LeaGandCmag@gmail.com

Council & Community
Lea & Cleverton Parish Council Cllr John M Cull (Chair)
Claire Mann (Clerk)
Wiltshire Council
Good Neighbour Scheme
Ellen Blacker
Citizens’ Advice Bureau

822778
07596 759966
0300 4560100
07557 922020
03444 111444

Police
Neighbourhood Police Team
Crimestoppers

PCSO Juliet Evans
101
cptnorthwiltshire@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
0800 555111

Medical
Doctor - Malmesbury Primary Health Care Centre
Doctor - Out of Hours Health Care
Dentist - Malmesbury Dental Centre

825825
0300 1115717
826646

Churches
Church of England (Woodbridge Group)
Methodist (Great Somerford)
Roman Catholic (St Aldhelm’s Malmesbury)

See inside Front Cover
01249 720687
822331

Education
Lea & Garsdon Primary School
Malmesbury Secondary School
Library - Malmesbury

823534
829700
823611

Recreation
Lea Village Hall Bookings
Rose & Crown
Activity Zone Malmesbury
Lea WI
North Wiltshire Flower Club
Crudwell Ladies

Carol McDougal
825758
leavillagehallwilts@gmail.com
822053
822533
Judith Plevin (Secretary)
822928
Liz
860888
Tina
577707
Sandra
577368

Utilities
Electricity
Floodline

08000 727282
0845 6026340
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Sunday services: We are experimenting with Facebook Live – which allows us to share a form of
Sunday service. You can attend by going to the ‘Woodbridge Group of Churches’ group on Facebook.
You do not need a Facebook account to do this – just visit www.facebook.com or via phone and tablet
apps.

ALL SERVICES ARE CURRENTLY SUSPENDED
DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

WORSHIP IN THE WOODBRIDGE GROUP APR / MAY 2020

FULL DETAILS OF SERVICES AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN OUR
LOCAL CHURCHES CAN BE FOUND AT www.woodbridgegroup.co.uk

Note: Facebook Live events can also be viewed later.

Weekdays: From Monday through to Saturday we are also offering the opportunity for Daily Prayer as a
Facebook Live event at 9am each day.

It is intended to offer Virtual Sunday Worship at 10.30am every Sunday for the duration of the
suspension.
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